. & ¥ HOcandoubt, this
% ; % Sweek of all weeks
4 % that social change
Wl happens? In 1961,
theyearBarack Obama was borm,
ablack man i the United States
could not go o the same sehool
oryestaurantas a white man - or
sitin the same section of the bus,
segregation between white and
black people was alive and kick-
ing (hiterally). Nearly 50 years
fater & Black man enters the
White House. What a symbol of
the power of social change.
There have been many other
examples of major social change
over the same period. In the
1960s around 35 per cent of
women worked in the UK. Today
that number has doubled to 70
per eent, In the wake of this
change has come the growth of
paid childcare, leading to fur-

ther employment opportunities
still seen as mainly for women.
Who in 1960, when gay sex
was a criminal offence, could
lave guessedamere five decades

later that gay refationships
would be recognised in law?

More recently, the commu
nity buy-outs of land in Scot-
land, for example the Isle of Eigg,
have overturned centuries of
land ownership in the hands of
the rich few.

What or who made these and
other social changes happen?

Lookingback there seems toheg
mixture of elements in these
major changes. Strong leaders,
willing even to give their lives
for what they helieve in, play an
important part. Around them
has come the growth of move-
ments - civil rights, feminism,
gayrights - gatherings of people
whe  are prepared (o say
“encugh, things must chan e
Somewherein the mixis tech-
nelogy: new devices to clean
homes and malke meals freed up
womens time (and it was

wornen who did the deaning
and coeking back in the £0s);
new forms of mass communica-
tion have allowed more people
to fearn sbout what is happen-
ingandiosupportchangemove-
ments. And  eventually  (buot
often not at the lorefront) come
those politicians who have been
willing to pass legislation that
sets social change in law,

sowhatare the social changes
we look for and need over the
next 30 years in Scotland and in
the world? What are the issues
about which we feel so passion-
ately that we will weep with joy,
as ynany black and white people
wept fhis week, when that
change is finally visible for us all
to see?

Several issues spring to mind
that demand strong leadership,
a people’s movement and even-

wally change. On the world
stage, climate change and the
eradication of paverty loom
large.

Here in Scotland there are
many areas where social change
isneeded: forstarters, the way we
ireat our young people, espe-
cially those who olfend; the way
we tackle the emotional, finan-
cial and physical abuse suffered
by many elderly people; and
arching over alf of these, linked
to the global challenges and the
credit erwnch, the need 1o find 5
way to live our lives differently
so we conswine less, share more
and ask ourselves whether the
pursuit of growth at the expense
of happiness is worth it,

Should we instead be copying
Bhutan, where gross national
happiness is the main measurs
of wealth?

OF SEA DTHEA GAUD D i Rn oripd Wengevs wntie .

We will pose these and othei
questions te a panel of sacial
change experts next Wednesday.
At this, the last of The Scotsman
Debates series, we will debate
what social changes we are look-
ing for - and how to bring them
about.

With me on the platforn will

beSusan Deacon, professerofso-
cial change at Queen Margare
College; Alastair Melntosh, ao-
thor of Soil and Soul; Mel Young,
fovnder of the Big Issue in Scof-
tand; and Peter McCall, a student
representative and youth ac-
tivist. In the words of the new
president-elect:*Thisis our time
for change”
& Toreserveseats for the debat o,
te he held at Albert Hals, Stir-
ling, 7pm-830pm on Wednes-
day, 12 November, e-mail scofs-
mandebates@scotsman.com




